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Poetic imagery serves as a primary manifestation of a poet’s thoughts and the
structure of their cognitive system, offering a vantage point from which to assess
the complexity of their mind and language in comparison to poets of other styles.
Stylistics, characterized by its quantitative and comparative approaches, provides
a suitable metric for examining the geometry of poetic imagery. The present
study, conducted using a quantitative-statistical method with a stylistic approach,
endeavors to analyze the structure of poetic imagery in the Divan of Hatef
Esfahani. This research aims to avoid common generalizations regarding the
resemblance of Hatef’s poetry to that of earlier poets by presenting precise and
clear statistics on the poet’s utilization of rhetorical devices. Beyond determining
the level and quality of Hatef’s imagery structure in terms of simplicity or
complexity, the study also compares the geometry of his poetic imagery with the
construction of images by poets from preceding styles. The findings indicate that
among the various poetic forms, Hatef’s odes (Qasa’id) possess the most complex
imagery structure. The imagery structure of his ghazals is slightly more complex
than that of the Khorasani style and closely approximates the imagery geometry
of Sa’di’s poetry. The imagery geometry in Hatef’s other poetic forms is
remarkably simple, not only lacking complex images but often being image-
scarce or entirely devoid of imagery.

KEY W O R D S: Hatef Esfahani, Imagery, Style, Rhetorical Devices.
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