Applied Rhetoric and Rhetorical Criticism

Open Access

Spring & Summer (2023) 15 (1): 34-42

doi.org/10.30473/prl.2025.67928.2055

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Semantic study and analysis of rhetorical implications of body
language in the Qur'an(A case study of visual language)

Gholam Sediq Rigi Kuteh!@, Mohammad Ali Salmani Marvast %2, vesalmeymandi 3

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Arabic
Language and Literature, University
of Yazd

2 Associate Professor, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities,
Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, University of Yazd,

3 Associate Professor, Department
of Arabic Language and Literature,
Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Yazd

Correspondence:
salmani_m@ yazd.ac.ir

Received: 03/05/2023
Accepted: 26/07/2023

How to cite:

Semantic study and analysis of rhetorical
implications of body language in the
Qur'an(A case study of visual
language)1 A research on the visual and
auditory advantages of phonetic art (by
examining evidence from Arabic and
Persian). Practical Rhetoric & Rhetorical
Criticism, 15 (1), 34 - 42
doi.org/10.30473/prl.2025.67928.2055

ABSTRACT

The Holy Qur’an frequently employs bodily gestures—what is today referred to
as “body language”—to convey its messages. These nonverbal expressions often
have a deeper impact than spoken language. Among them, the organ of basar
(sight/eye) emerges as one of the most frequently used and rhetorically powerful
elements. Its Qur’anic usage extends beyond mere sensory perception and serves
to express profound psychological, emotional, and spiritual meanings. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon the entire Qur’an,
classical Arabic dictionaries, authoritative exegetical sources, and early Arabic
poetry, explores the semantic and rhetorical dimensions of basar in the Qur’an.
The findings reveal that basar is employed to convey meanings such as
humiliation, denial, threat, fear, anger, and inner turmoil—meanings that are
often communicated through eye movements. Rhetorically, metaphor and
illustrative simile (tamthil) are the most common devices associated with basar,
followed by kinayah (metonymy or allusive expression). The study demonstrates
that understanding rhetorical nuances is contingent upon precise lexical
semantics. Theoretically, this research contributes to the application of
Conceptual Metaphor Theory to Qur’anic body language, and practically, it
offers insights for scholars analyzing the intersection between Qur’anic discourse
and nonverbal human behavior
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