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Innovative use of literary devices in the sonnets of Hakim ShefaiEsfehani
M. R. Najjarian*, M. Vatanparast

Abstract

One of the skilled poets living at the time of
Safavid dynasty was Sharaf-al-Din Hassan
known as Hakim ShefaiEsfehani (1577-
1658). Although he was a physician and
mystic too, he is the best reputed for his
poetic lampoons. He tried his poetry in
various feet till he achieved a desirable style.
His anthology contains 12000 verses, and it
is highly notable owing to 160 sonnets. His
poems enchanted King Abbas, the first of
Safavid so much, as for the poet to become
known and powerful in Esfehan. The
thoughts and tenets of Hakim’s poems point
to his knowledge of various subjects
specifically oration. The poems make the
best use of figures of speech as well as
innovative literary devices. Indeed, the
innovation owes a lot to the high frequency
and the distinguished place given to such
devices as  paradoxes, hyperboles,
ambiguities, and substantiations. However,
other literary devices are of no considerable
frequency. This paper presents a descriptive
study focusing on the distinct status of
literary devices and verbal stunts employed
in Shefai’s poetry.

Keywords: Hakim ShefaiEsfehani, Indian
style, Literary devices, 10th and 11th
centuries AH, Sonnet.

*Associate prof. Persian language and literature
Dept., Yazd Uni.

**MA, Persian language and literature dept.,
Yazd Uni.
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